
 
 

May showers bring fungus, and plan5ng opportuni5es! 
May 17, 2026 

Spots on tree leaves? 
Entomosporium leaf spot fungus on ornamental pears is widespread this year. The reddish-
purple spots are also common on India hawthorn (Rhaphiolepis), red-=p pho=nia (Pho+nia x 
Fraseri), and our na=ve toyon (Heteromeles arbu+folia). This occurs periodically when we have 
the right concatena=on of circumstances: rainfall with warming temperatures. I have records of 
heavy infec=on years in 2011, 2019, and now in 2026. Similar diseases affect other, unrelated 
species such as walnuts. It's not the same pathogen, but the same basic lifecycle. 
 
The spores of Entomosporium mespili, splash with rain from leaf to leaf. The spots spread and 
coalesce, and some=mes the infec=on enters the pe=ole (the part that aIaches the leaf to the 
stem). When the pe=ole gets infected, that leaf yellows and drops. In a bad year as many as 10 
to 20% of a pear tree's leaves can fall. 
The pear species most affected is Pyrus kawakami, some=mes called the evergreen pear 
because its leaves usually hang on through the winter. Entomosporium is not as common, but 
can occur, on apples, hawthorns, loquats, and other plant species in the pome group of the rose 
family. It is oMen confused with fireblight because that disease (which is bacterial, not fungal) 
aIacks the same species of plants. 
 
Rain in April and early May leads to infec=on. If the rainstorms occur a few days apart, we get 
con=nued infec=on. Spots show up in a couple of days, leaves begin to drop a couple of days 
later. If it rains again, infec=on occurs again. 
The cycle stops when it stops raining, temperatures get into the 80s, and day=me humidity 
drops below about 50%. That means that by mid-May we are rarely seeing new infec=on, by 
late May any leaves that are going to drop have done so, and new growth is already replacing 
the lost leaves. 
 
There is no spray that cures this. Sprays recommended on legi=mate sites are preventa=ves, so 
they wouldn't work now anyway, and most have very low efficacy. Home remedies such as 
baking soda and neem will likely do more harm than good.  
Just rake up and throw away the leaves on the ground and be pa=ent. The tree will outgrow it. 
 
A few weeks ago, we were seeing fireblight, especially on frui=ng pears. Bradford pears and 
other varie=es of Pyrus calleryana were blighted badly about three weeks ago and dieback is 
con=nuing. While nobody is recommending these trees anymore, we s=ll have hundreds of 
them around town and they look awful.  
 
Fireblight causes very visible, discrete areas of infec=on which can be pruned out. It's simplest 
to wait un=l the infec=on cycle ends with the arrival of warmer, drier weather. There is no spray 



 
that I can recommend for home gardeners to use for fireblight. Commercial apple and pear 
growers use streptomycin, an an=bio=c, which is not something home gardeners can do.  
 
Spraying for fireblight isn't typically necessary anyway. A healthy tree will outgrow it. But if 
you're choosing a frui=ng pear to plant, avoid those that are suscep=ble (BartleI) and plant one 
that is resistant (Moonglow, Warren, and Shinko). 
 
What to plant now? 
 
May is a very ac=ve plan=ng =me in our vegetable and flower gardens! 
It’s a great =me to plant: 
-- tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, and toma=llos. 
-- summer squash, melons, and cucumbers. 
-- beans, radishes, beets, carrots. 
-- Swiss chard, green onions, strawberries. 
Temperatures are finally perfect for plan=ng basil. 
If you have room, plant corn, winter squash, and pumpkins. 
 
Most of these will be simplest from transplants. Root vegetables are best grown from seed. 
Corn, beans, and squash can be grown from transplants or can be directly seeded into the 
garden. Watch for snail and earwigs as the seedlings emerge. 
 
Mid-May through June we plant the heat-loving annual summer flowers, including zinnias, 
marigolds, cosmos, celosia, amaranthus, and much more. Perennial summer flowers we can 
plant now include California fuchsia (Epilobium, formerly Zauschneria), coreopsis, dahlias, 
gaillardia, gloriosa daisy (Rudbeckia), scabiosa, Shasta daisies, and sta=ce.  
 
It is not the right season for leafy greens such as le2uce or spinach, kale, cabbage, 
broccoli, onions, and garlic, nor is it the right 8me to plant cilantro. These are all planted 
in fall and winter.  
 
"When do we plant those wildflowers I see blooming now?" 
Na8ve wildflowers blooming right now include California poppies, clarkias and gode8as, 
8dy 8ps (Layia platyglossa), and red maids (Calandrinia ciliata). They are best planted in 
fall, at the start of the rainfall season. The seedlings grow through the winter and then 
bloom in late winter and spring, finishing up as the weather gets hot and dry. 
Ideal is to sca2er the seeds on bare soil in a sunny loca8on in fall, just as a rainstorm is 
coming in.  
 
Plant something new!  
How about ground cherries, which are sweet-fruited rela=ves of toma=llos? Or biIer melon? 
Easy, vigorous vines with alien-looking fruit that's used in soups. Or maybe a super-sweet corn 



 
with colorful kernels ranging from purple to pink! Most corn with colorful kernels is either 
starchy and used for flour, or ornamental. According to Johnny's Seeds, this new variety is 
"sweet, rich, satisfying, and nicely textured, ...  a farm crew favorite."  
 
 
Watering 
Check your seedlings daily and water as needed. With the mild weather we'd been 
having most gardeners have been able to water every 2 to 3 days. With dry winds 
expected this weekend, li2le plants will dry out more quickly.  
We're already seeing problems with insufficient irriga8on in raised planter beds. This is 
because the soil you filled the beds with is faster draining than your garden soil. Raised 
planters oMen need water nearly daily throughout the summer. Your garden soil retains 
moisture be2er. So, our recommenda8ons will differ as the season progresses. 
In the ground you can water more deeply and less oMen as the plants grow. A drip 
system running for a couple of hours can provide sufficient water for several days. In 
raised planters you will likely need to water daily for 30 to 45 minutes.  
 
Mulching can make a big difference right now. It will shade the soil and help retain 
moisture. Straw or hay, compost, or arborist wood chips are all suitable.  
 
If you didn't apply fer8lizer at the 8me of plan8ng, this is a good 8me to feed the young 
vegetable and flower starts. Packaged plant food can be sprinkled on the surface, 
cul8vated lightly, and watered in. Soluble plant food such as fish emulsion also works 
well.  
 
Resources. 
Nursery and landscape professionals are increasingly frustrated by the poor quality of 
gardening informa8on online. Google is useless as it returns primarily commercial links, 
many of which are completely fake. AI results about hor8culture and gardening usually 
include misinforma8on, hallucina8ons, botanical names that literally don't exist, 
complete lack of nuance or judgment in evalua8ng scien8fic informa8on, and more. I've 
even heard of people genera8ng landscape designs via AI programs, and while they're 
fun to look at (non-existent plants, species from wildly different climates), they're really 
was8ng everyone's 8me. 
 
There's a reason for using plant and design professionals to get guidance on plant 
selec8on and pest issues. Gardening prac8ces should be based on scien8fic principles, 
home remedies should not be recommended, and it's important to know the regional 
differences in soil and climate that will guide your plant selec8ons and pest 
management strategies.   



 
Online resources are ge[ng harder to find, so bookmark the good ones when you find 
them. One of the most useful for pest problems is h2ps://ipm.ucanr.edu/, the long-
running science-based Integrated Pest Management site managed by the UC Division of 
Agricultural and Natural Resources.  
 
I men8on this because one of the common ques8ons I get follows this pa2ern: "I have 
this problem on my _____, so I sprayed it with neem and Captain Jack's. That didn't 
work. What do I do now?" 
In Integrated Pest Management, we call this "ready, fire, aim!".  
The first principle of IPM is to iden8fy the pest! Whether we're talking about insects, 
mites, fungus, bacteria, or weeds, choosing the best strategy is going to vary depending 
on the life cycle of the par8cular pest.   
Neem products are not en8rely benign and can burn the foliage during periods of high 
temperature. Captain Jacks contains a broad-spectrum insec8cide. It's organic, but it s8ll 
harms beneficials and pollinators. Using any pes8cide should be an informed decision 
and a last resort, even if it's labeled organic. 
Once iden8fied, you monitor the pest to determine if the problem is increasing (most 
pest and disease problems solve themselves within a few weeks).  
 
Speaking of resources... 
  
The UC Master Gardener Program of Yolo County has great informa8on at 
h2ps://ucanr.edu/site/uc-master-gardener-program-yolo-county/ 
Aside from the outstanding newsle2er, you'll find info about their events, outstanding 
webinars, and links to the demonstra8on gardens in our area.  
 



 

Entomosporium leaf spot fungus on evergreen pear. Pyrus kawakami, oMen called 
evergreen pear, is suscep8ble to this disease when we have rainfall in April and early 



 
May. There are many of these trees in downtown Davis and along parts of F Street. 
Expect lots of leaves to drop, but the trees will outgrow the problem.  
 
 

 
Fireblight is a bacterial disease that a2acks the same species as Entomosporium: pears 
and apples especially, but also hawthorn and related species. It causes rapid dieback of 
new shoots and damages blossoms and young fruit.  



 

 
Even species suscep8ble to fireblight will outgrow it once we're past the infec8on 
period. By early summer you can see the dead areas and prune them out without risk of 
further infec8on.  
 



 

 
Plant something new this year? How about a colorful sweet corn? Ultra Violet variety 
has "sweet, rich, satisfying, and nicely textured" kernels. Plant now to harvest in August! 



 

 
Gaillardia, commonly called blanket flower, is a southwestern US na8ve that loves our 
hot, dry climate. The flowers are very a2rac8ve to bees, bu2erflies, and hummingbirds. 
Though considered summer flowering, I have found gaillardia will flower almost any8me 
we have sunny weather, even during winter.  
 
 
 



 

 
Gaillardia, commonly called blanket flower, is an easy perennial for full sun. The flowers 
are very a2rac8ve to bees, bu2erflies, and hummingbirds.  
 



 

 
Red maids (Calandrinia ciliata) is a wildflower na8ve to our area. Seed sca2ered in fall 
and watered un8l the rains begin will flower March through early May here. 



 

 
Tidy 8ps (Layia platyglossa) is an easy wildflower na8ve to low-eleva8on, dry parts of 
California, including the Sacramento Valley. Sca2er the seeds in fall at the start of the 
rainy season. Very a2rac8ve to bees, hoverflies, and hummingbirds.  


